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TOT MAKES HIGH-FLYING SCREEN DEBUT 


Six-year-old Peter Robbins, introduced in “‘A Ticklish Affair,”’ 
literally makes a high-flying screen debut as a young astronaut 
who takes off toward the clouds in a U. S. Navy weather balloon. 
He scares the wits out of Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red 
Buttons and Carolyn Jones, but all ends hilariously and 
happily in the new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer comedy, filmed in 
Panavision and color. It’s a Joe Pasternak hit. 
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AT LONG LAST, GIG YOUNG GETS THE GIRL 


It’s getting so you can’t trust Holly- 
wood, 

Gig Young has been double-crossed 
but he really isn’t complaining. For 
years he went around winning critics 
but losing the girl. 

This year, he gets Shirley Jones, 
Sophia Loren and has Doris Day wait- 
ing to fall into his arms. This is only 
in the movies, of course. At home he 
has Elizabeth Montgomery. 

The so-called double-cross is Holly- 
wood’s way of waking up to the fact 
that audiences have been romanced by 
Gig Young, even if his celluloid hero- 
ines haven’t. So producers did a turn- 
about and decided to go along with the 
ticket buyers. 

First thing Gig knew, he was making 
love to Shirley Jones in “A Ticklish 
Affair” at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
marrying the girl. This on the heels of 
winning Sophia Loren in “Five Miles to 
Midnight.” And the pay-off is that 
Doris Day refuses to start “Some- 
thing’s Got to Give” until Gig Young is 
free. And that’s how he gets the girl 
third time running. 

“Vou know, it’s not so much getting 
the girl at the end of the film that’s so 
great,” Gig declares. “It’s all that foot- 
age leading up to the clinch.” 

As the U.S. Navy Commander in “A 
Ticklish Affair,” he’s right at home. 
During World War II, Young served 
as an officer in the Navy and Coast 
Guard, so he fits the uniform hand- 


SHIRLEY’S JEANS 
WERE PEELED OFF 


There’s always something new in a 
movie star’s life and Shirley Jones ex- 
perienced a unique “first” in Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s comedy, “A Ticklish 
Affair,” in which she co-stars with Gig 
Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. 

Prior to the start of the picture, Shir- 
ley reported to MGM’s wardrobe de- 
partment for her fashion fittings. B 


ut 
when she got there, she was told her 
fittings would take place in the PROP 
department instead. 

It seems that the needle and thread 
wielders, ordinarily on hand for cos- 
tume fittings, were not required for the 
bluejeans worn by Shirley in many of 
her scenes for “A Ticklish Affair.” 

They were so snug-fitting they were 
GLUED on! 
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somely and naturally. Although he 
spends some time in the romantic com- 


edy chasing an AWOL U.S. Navy bal- 
loon which is carrying Miss Jones’ small 
son aloft, he spends more time in orbit 
over blonde Shirley. 

On the subject of women, Gig likes 
them feminine, soft, pretty and well- 
groomed, 

“One of the things that should be 
watched in our business (movie-mak- 
ing), he says, “is that some of these 
pretty young things believe it makes 
them look dedicated to their art to go 
around looking sloppy. Not for me. | 
appreciate it if a woman tries to make 
an effort to look glamorous for me. 
Even when we go sailing, my wife, Liz, 
wears attractive sportswear.” 

Sailing on his 36-foot boat, the Uni- 
corn, is Young’s latest hobby. “The 
boat’s a beauty,” he enthuses. “It has a 
2,000 mile range and I hope to take it 
down to Mexico and chase some marlin 
one of these days.” 

At the moment, however, -Young is 
too busy chasing girls and catching 
them—thanks to the latest Hollywood 
double-cross. 


Gig Young, usually the Best 
Man, finally gets the girl in *‘A 
Ticklish Affair’’— and she’s 
lovely Shirley Jones. Red But- 
tons and Carolyn Jones also 
star in the merry Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer comedy, filmed in 
Panavision and color. 


A Ticklish Affair 
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SHIRLEY JONES, GIG YOUNG, RED BUTTONS, CAROLYN JONES 
STAR IN MGM's RIB-TICKLING COMEDY, “A TICKLISH AFFAIR” 


Astronauts are all the rage these 
days, and there’s a captivating one in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s _ rib-tickling 
new romantic comedy, “A Ticklish A f- 
fair.’ He is six-year-old Peter Robbins, 
who makes a high-flying screen debut 
by taking off toward the clouds in a 
U.S. Navy weather balloon. And when 
you see Pete sail high over the city of 
San Diego, soar over the city’s famed 
Zoo and then over the Pacific, you’re 
going to be just as tense and apprehen- 
sive of his safety as are Shirley Jones 
and Carolyn Jones, watching the sus- 
penseful flight from the ground, and 
Gig Young and Red Buttons, who come 
to his rescue. 

Shirley plays the attractive Navy 
widow, Amy Martin, doing her best to 
be both mother and father to three fun- 
loving little boys. Gig Young is Com- 
mander Key Weedon, who is trying to 
persuade Amy to let him take over the 
“father” role. Red Buttons is Simon, 
Amy’s brother, a flight officer of Pan 


American World Airways, who is the 
Santa Claus who supplies the Martin 
boys with such “toys” as Navy blinker 
lights and, later, balloons filled with 
helium. And Carolyn Jones is Tandy, 
Simon’s girl friend, who lives next door. 

It is the blinker light which first 
brings Amy and Key together when the 
men on the U.S. aircraft carrier Con- 
stellation coming by Point Loma are 
alerted to the light signaling an offshore 
S.O.S. Key and a shore patrol, suspect- 
ing a foreign agent of sending mes- 
sages, trace the light to Amy’s house, 
where the “agent” turns out to be her 
youngest son, Grover (Peter Robbins). 
This contretemps marks the beginning 
of Key’s ardent wooing of Amy, but the 
latter insists she doesn’t want to marry 
a Navy man again. They are always 
roaming all over the world and she 
wants a permanent home for her boys. 

But Key bides his time, and now 
comes the day when Simon brings home 
the weather balloons as a new sport for 
the youngsters. When it’s Grover’s turn 
at what is supposed to be a localized 
backyard flight, he adventurously un- 
ties the anchoring guide rope and sails 
off on his perilous voyage. 


_ By the time Key and Simon go after 
Grover and rescue him, with a Navy 
blimp, a helicopter, police, fire depart- 
ment and practically the whole popula- 
tion taking part in the suspenseful oper- 
ation, while an unconcerned Grover is 
having the time of his life, Amy has 
had a change of heart. Never mind a 
permanent home for the boys—she’ll 
settle for a permanent father for them! 

“A Ticklish Affair” gives two-time 
Academy Award nominee Gig Young 
something he seldom gets—the girl. 
And in the latter role, Shirley Jones, 
clad in a variety of fetching bluejeans 
or at-home shorts, is well worth wait- 
ing for, As the second romantic couple, 
Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones add to 
the fun and in one scene do a snappy 
Bossa ‘Nova. Eight-year-old Billy 
Mumy and Bryan Russell, a year older, 
enact Grover’s brothers and Edgar 
Buchanan plays their understanding 
“Gramps.” 

A Joe Pasternak production in Pana- 
vision and Metrocolor, “A Ticklish A f- 
fair” was directed by George Sidney. 
Ruth Brooks Flippen wrote the screen 
play, based on the story, “Moon Walk,” 
by Barbara Luther, and George Stoll 
composed the attractive musical score, 
including the picture’s title song. 


Gig Young isn’t pulling a holdup on Shirley Jones in this scene 
from “A Ticklish Affair.”’ He’s a U. S. Navy Commander on the 
trail of a foreign agent sending out blinker light messages from 
Shirley’s house. The ‘‘agent”’ turns out to be her six-year-old 
son. But mama doesn’t spank him. After all, he is responsible 
for getting Gig and Shirley together. Red Buttons and Carolyn 
Jones add to the merriment of the new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
comedy, filmed in Panavision and color. 
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GOOD GIRLS OR NOT-SO-GOOD, SHIRLEY 
JONES MAKES GOOD THING OF HER ROLES 


When she’s good, she’s very, very 
good. When she’s bad, she wins an “Os- 
Cae 

Shirley Jones is the girl who can be 
good when she’s bad and even makes 
virtue pay off without scaring Holly- 
wood producers. 

“IT don’t mind being ‘good,’” she 
avers. “If I can’t make a girl with prin- 
ciples interesting, I’m not much of an 
actress.” 

If pressed, she may admit that “being 
typed gets an actress in a niche that is 
good to get out of,” but good girls don’t 
scare Miss Jones. 

She recently had fun being the youth- 
ful widow of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“A Ticklish Affair” who, without sacri- 
ficing a scruple, wins Gig Young. In 
“The Courtship of Eddie’s Father” 
she beat out Stella Stevens and Dina 
Merrill to get Glenn Ford, even though 
she played the type of girl who says 
goodnight on the doorstep. 

However, when she did leave the 
latch off, as in “Elmer Gantry,” she 
walked off with an Academy Award. 

“All actresses want to play a variety 
of roles,” she says, “but it’s not easy to 
get producers to think that way. Yet | 
feel that the burden of proof is on the 
actress.” 


Minding her manners and morals in 
such films as “Oklahoma,” “Carousel,” 
“The Music Man” and the British com- 
edy, “Bobbikins,” is proof that virtue 
only adds to the Jones appeal. 

Immediately following “A Ticklish 
Affair,” Shirley was signed for the ro- 
mantic lead with Rossano Brazzi in 
“Dark Purpose,’ to be filmed on the 
Isle of Capri. Next comes a second 
comedy with Glenn Ford set in the 
Bluegrass country of Kentucky. It’s 
said that Rock Hudson is holding a film 
for the Jones girl. Broadway producer 
David Merrick is dangling a Broadway 
musical as bait, and Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer is setting up a third assignment. 

“Without doubt, it’s easier to attract 
attention in a characterization with 
shady overtones or in a film with shock- 
‘ ab toed ona ” Shirlev savs. ““B IT re- 
ing situations, Shirley says. Utasre 
fuse to be an actress who only measures 
the potency of a role by the number of 
questionable words or meanings in the 
dialogue. 

“T have no objection to being the good 
girl ina film. It’s up to me to make that 
girl provocative. J ust as if 1s up to me 
to make the ‘bad girl’ good. All I want 
is a producer who believes in me as an 
actress, not as a symbol of virtue or of 
sex,” 

And that’s the philosophy of Shirley 
Jones who, as the typical girl-next-door, 
makes everyone want to move into the 
neighborhood. 


CAST 


AY MOURN S25. cues Peete Shirley Jones 
Commander Key Weedon............ Gig Young 
Flight Officer Simon Shelley......Red Buttons 


CNA IMGITIN 2s eee sre Carolyn Jones 
“Gramps -3Martiticeec-s Edgar Buchanan 
Yeoman Corker Bell_.-......... Eddie Applegate 
Captain Haven Hitchcock.......... Edward Platt 
Alexi: Mathinis238 sects 2 nt ea Billy Mumy 
Luke: Martin:=~ se eee Bryan Russell 
Policemen ics: 225.22 Robert Foulk 
GIPeMGfic.--on. Siete eens Milton Frome 
Grover Martiiie._- ane Peter Robbins 


Produced by Joe Pasternak. Directed by 
George Sidney. Screen Play by Ruth Brooks 
Flippen. Based on the Story ‘‘Moon Walk” 
by Barbara Luther. A Euterpe Production, 
In Panavision and Metrocolor. Presented by 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


In her latest movie, Carolyn 
Jones makes quite a change 
from her early-day pioneer 
woman of the MGM-Cinerama 
drama, ‘‘How the West Was 
Won.’ Here is how Carolyn 
looks in Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s modern-day comedy, 
°*A Ticklish Affair,”? in which 
she plays Red Buttons’ fiancee. 
Shirley Jones and Gig Young 
also star in the new Panavision 
and color attraction. 


A Ticklish Affair 
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TOTS ARE TAKING 
OVER HOLLYWOOD 
WITH A VENGEANCE 


Hollywood is either getting younger 
every day or is reverting back to its 
second childhood. 

A sixteen-year-old wins an Academy 
Award; one among five Oscar nominees 
is eight years old; another youngster is 
star of the year’s best foreign film; and 
over at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, there’s 
a six-year-old who is said to give tough 
competition to Shirley Jones, Gig 
Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones 
in the new comedy, “A Ticklish Affair.” 

He is Peter Robbins, a three-foot-six 
giant who has Producer Joe Pasternak 
yelling : “New Star!” 

This isn’t new for Hollywood. Back 
in the bobbysock era when Judy Gar- 
land played jacks and trills, Mickey 
Rooney, Jackie Cooper, Margaret 
O’Brien, Deanna Durbin, Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, Roddy McDowall, Jane 
Withers, Bonita Granville and Shirley 
Temple were the kid stuff dreams are 
made of. 

The Good Ship Lollipop has the 
bounty in Hollywood once again. At the 
age of sixteen, Patty Duke beat out a 
stable of stalwarts to win the coveted 
Oscar. Mary Badham was dusted with 
Oscar gold along with veteran Gregory 
Peck in “To Kill a Mockingbird” and 
her moppet co-star, Peter Alford, came 
within a nugget of joining her. Pint- 
sized Patricia Gozzi shone through the 
Academy Award-winning “Sunday and 
Cybele” and young Ronnie Howard 
headlined both the Broadway and_Hol- 
lywood versions of ‘The Music Man’ 
and gave Glenn Ford stellar help in 
rounding up a wife in “The Courtship 
of Fddie’s:Fathier,” 

But at the moment, it is Master Peter 
Robbins who has a major studio plan- 
ning a major campaign around a minor. 

In “AS Ticklish Affair,” tied to a 
cluster of genuine U.S. Navy Weather 
Balloons, Peter makes his film debut 
walking on air. With the aid of such 
studio devices as giant double-steeled 
cranes which reach 150 feet into the 
sky, Peter flies over San Diego and the 
Pacific Ocean. And for this he got paid! 
First grade to Peter Robbins is now 
mere child’s play. : ; 

In this age of astrokids, the birds and 
the bees are taking lessons from the 
small fry... it’s only too bad Ponce de 
Leon isn’t around to enjoy it. 


GIG ALL BURNED UP! 


Everyone laughed except Gig Young, 
who was rather burned up after inad- 
vertently sitting on a fire extinguisher 
which had been left on a chair on the 
set of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s “A 
Ticklish Affair.” The extinguisher had 
its wall hooks pointing upward and its 
hooks made a definite impression on 
Gig. Swathed in bandages, he com- 
pleted his scenes standing up! 


“TICKLISH AFFAIR” A FAMILY AFFAIR 


*°A Ticklish Affair’’ is something of a family affair, with Red 


Buttons playing Shirley Jones’ brother and the favorite uncle of 
six-year-old Peter Robbins and nine-year-old Bryan Russell. 
No wonder, when he brings them toys like U. S. Navy weather 
balloons, one of which takes young Peter sky-high! Gig Young 
and Carolyn Jones also star in the new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
comedy, filmed in Panavision and color. 
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TOOK EXACTLY 27 FILMS FOR CAROLYN 
JONES TO BECOME “OVERNIGHT STAR” 


Becoming an “overnight sensation” 
takes a long time. 

Carolyn Jones maintains she spent 
some of the best years of her life 
achieving the feat. But she couldn’t be 
happier. She’s an actress who revels in 
being a star. Her closets are filled with 
furs, evening gowns, a hundred or so 
pairs of shoes, and her jewels are for 
real. 

In the backyard of her Beverly Hills 
home are a swimming pool, an outdoor 
dancing pavillion, a fun-house, soda 
fountain and tennis court. Indoors, the 
floors are covered in thick, soft, white 
rugs. When it gets too cool in the city, 
there’s that roomy Palm Springs re- 
treat. 

“T don’t try to hide the way I live to- 
day,” Miss Jones admits. “My husband 
(Aaron Spelling) and I worked hard 
for what we have. We are enjoying the 
fruits of our labors. We're involved 
with life to the fullest.” 

This means many things to Carolyn 
Jones. 

At the moment, she is sharing stellar 


Carolyn Jones is a sympathetic listener to Gig Young’s love 


A get 
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troubles, caused by Navy widow Shirley Jones’ refusal to marry 
another sea-going man, even though her three youngsters de- 
cide he’d be an ideal addition to the family. The scene is from 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s tickling comedy, *‘A Ticklish Affair.” 
Red Buttons also stars in the new Panavision and color attraction. 
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honors with Shirley Jones, Gig Young 
and Red Buttons in Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s romantic comedy, “A Ticklish 
Affair,” in which she plays the girl- 
next-door whom every bachelor covets 
for a neighbor. 

Then there’s her TV career, high- 
lighted by such performances as her 
dual role in a “Dr. Kildare” episode. 
Not to mention her role as George 
Peppard’s wife in the all-time great 
attraction, “How the West Was Won,” 

But what keeps her busiest is putting 
other actors to work, a talent which ex- 
plains why her husband introduces her 
as, “My wife, the producer.” 

Spelling, producer of Caron Produc- 
tions, associated with Four Star Stu- 
dios, is the first to state that Carolyn 
cares more for Caron than for Carolyn. 
He says, “Carolyn has not only been 
involved in every important company 
decision and burns the midnight oil 
reading stacks of scripts not involving 
her personal acting services, but she 
makes it a point to be on hand to greet 
new guest stars at the start of every 
episode of a series under the Caron 
banner.” 

Under that banner have been the 
David Niven anthologies, “Johnny 
Ringo” series, “Lloyd Bridges Show”’ 
and a new pilot, “The Tyrees of Capitol 
Hill” with Edgar Buchanan who, in- 
cidentally, plays Miss Jones’ father in 
“A Ticklish Affair.” 

“None of this seems like work to me,” 
Miss Jones insists. “I love it so much 
that I limit myself to a maximum of 
three TV appearances each season and 
two motion pictures a year. Work has 
never frightened me. I know what a 
good role means to an actor. I’ve lost 
out on roles that broke my heart. The 
night before I was to test for ‘From 
Here to Eternity,’ I came down with 
pneumonia. By the time I recovered, 
Donna Reed had been signed and she 
went on to win an Oscar. So don’t let 
anyone kid you. Success doesn’t come 
overnight.” 

What Carolyn remembers are her 
days as a teen-age disk jockey, mes- 
senger girl for Western Union, waitress 
at a roadside diner, deliverer of circus 
handbills and telephone operator for a 
strip-tease show, all before she had 
enough money to enroll at the Pasadena 
Playhouse. Her performance in Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “Summer and Smoke” 
brought her to the attention of her hus- 
band-to-be, who gave Carolyn her first 
break in the film, ““The Live Wire.” 

Twenty-seven pictures later, when 
she was nominated for an Academy 
Award for her six-minute portrayal of 
the lonely Greenwich Village existen- 
tialist in “Bachelor Party,” she was 
heralded as an “overnight sensation.” 


THE ADDITIONAL SCENE AND 
PLAYER MATS, SHOWN IN 
THE COMPLETE CAMPAIGN 
MAT ON ANOTHER PAGE, 
MAY BE ORDERED SINGLY. 


DANCING FOR PENNIES COULD LEAD UP 
TO MOVIE “OSCAR”: ASK RED BUTTONS 


When backed by effort, there is no 
substitute for talent. And with that 
motivation, Academy Award winner 
Red Buttons has become an outstanding 
personality in every media of show 
business from cutting records to cutting 
capers on stage and screen. 

Currently, he’s romancing Carolyn 
Jones in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s “A 
Ticklish Affair,” a comedy which also 
stars Shirley Jones and Gig Young and 
sends the U.S. Navy into orbit. 

Buttons’ career began on the street 
corners of Manhattan, where the rest- 
lessly eager youngster sang and danced 
for pennies. He also sang alto in the 
local choir. 

After 
Childs High School in the Bronx, he 


graduation from Evander 


got a job as singing bellboy at Ryan’s, 
City Island, where he was named “Red 
Buttons” by orchestra leader Dinty 
Moore. At 16 he was earning $1.50 a 
week as a boy singer in the Catskills 
and when his voice “changed,” he 


switched to comedy and within two 


years was in Minsky’s. 

In 1943, Buttons tested for Para- 
mount but a summons from Uncle Sam 
put him in the army instead. Then Moss 
Hart selected him for a lead in 
“Winged Victory,” the Air Corps show 
which ran for 20 months on Broadway. 
He later re-created his role for the film 
version. 

While still in the service, he joined a 
four-man G.I. unit, including Mickey 
Rooney, which entertained troops in 
England, France and Germany, and also 
acted as master of ceremonies for the 
Potsdam Conference, which he char- 
acterizes as a “small house—Churchill, 
Truman, Stalin.” 

Discharged February, 1946, he re- 
sumed his career as a nightclub enter- 
tainer, then went back to Broadway for 
George Abbott’s “Barefoot Boy with 
Cheek.”” More shows, more clubs, then 
TV and in 1952 his own show, which 


MAN OF ALL JOBS 


This young house-painter ends 
up in getting more paint in his 
ears than on the wall. He is 
Metro- Goldwyn -Mayer’s new 
“acting find,” six-year-old 
Peter Robbins, who plays 
Shirley Jones’ youngest son in 
**4 Ticklish Affair,”’ rollicking 
comedy also starring Gig 
Young, Red Buttons and 
Carolyn Jones. But mixing 
paint is the least of young 
Pete’s talents. Wait °’til you 
see him flying sky-high in a 
U.S. Navy weather balloon! 


A Ticklish Affair 


Still 1804-14 E Mat 1°A 


Red Buttons does his best to 
get his sister, Shirley Jones, 
married off to Gig Young in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s rib- 
tickling comedy, ‘‘A Ticklish 
Affair.’ Carolyn Jones also 
stars in the new Panavision and 
color attraction. 


A Ticklish Affair 


Still 1804-29 Mat 1-B 


ran for three years and won him the 
“Michael,” forerunner of the Emmy, 
as Best Comedian of the Year. 

He made one detour, to star with 
Basil Rathbone in the New York State 
Festival presentation of Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Then 
came a dry spell until Josh Logan 
signed him for the role of Joe Kelly in 
“Sayonara,” a decision which won But- 
tons an Academy Award, 


CHASE SCENE CALLED 
FOR “CRASH” ARTISTS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer sent out an 
S.0.S. for Hollywood’s top “crash” 
artists for a hectic sequence in the new 
comedy, “A Ticklish Affair,” starring 
Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red Buttons 
and Carolyn Jones. 

They were needed for a chase se- 
quence in which the U.S. Navy helps 
rescue moppet actor Peter Robbins, who 
is in orbit in an AWOL weather bal- 
loon. 

Eight stunt experts drove the autos 
that crash into a jeep carrying the two 
Miss Jones, who are wildly following 
the route of the overhead careening 
balloon. 

The pile-up of cars was enough to 
make any auto insurance company 
shudder, but neither crash artists nor 
actresses suffered as much as a scratch ! 


AWARD CONSCIOUS 


The four stars of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s new romantic comedy, “A 
Ticklish Affair,” represent a total of 
two Academy Awards and_ three 
“Oscar” nominations. 

The awards went to Shirley Jones for 
“Elmer Gantry” and Red Buttons for 
“Sayonara. 

The nominations are divided by Gig 
Young and Carolyn Jones. Gig received 
two; the first for “Come Fill the Cup,” 
the second for ‘““Teacher’s Pet.” 

Carolyn won hers for her perform- 
ance in “Bachelor Party.” 


CREDITS 


Music: George Stoll. Robert Van Eps, Asso- 
ciate. Director of Photography: Milton Kras- 
ner, A.S.C. Art Direction: George W. Davis 
and Edward Carfagno. Set Decoration: Henry 
Grace, Keogh Gleason. Assistant Director: 
William Shanks. Film Editor: John Mc- 
Sweeney, Jr., A.S.C. Special Visual Effects: 
J. McMillan Johnson, A. Arnold Gillespie, 
Robert R. Hoag, A.S.C. Hair Styles by Sydney 
Guilaroff. Make-Up by William Tuttle. Assist- 
ant to the Producer: Irving Aaronson. 
Recording Supervisor: Franklin Milton, 
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PRE-SELLING IDEAS AND AIDS! 


RADIO 
INTERVIEWS! 


Both open end and regular taped 
interviews are available for use 
with local disc jockeys on Shirley 
Jones and Gig Young from the 
MGM Fieldmen. 


Utilize these prior to opening to 
help create advance publicity for 
the picture. 


Bee 


NAVY PROMOTION! 


Contact local Navy recruiting office and/or in- 
stallation in your area to promote the picture. 
Open areas of cooperation with them by inviting 
key Navy personnel to Preview. Service them stills 
from the film showing the U. S. Navy in action. 


Where practical, work with the Navy, on your 
lobby display utilize Navy display material such 
as weather balloons. You might also want to har- 
ness a dummy of the boy to these balloons and 
fly it above your marquee. 


* 


DANCE STUDIOS! 


Contact your local dance studio a week or two 
prior to your opening and arrange a ‘‘Bossa-Nova 
Special” based on Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones 
dance in ‘‘A TICKLISH AFFAIR.” Have dance stu- 
dio offer a free introductory Bossa-Nova lesson 
as a come-on for membership. Theatre might offer 
guest tickets to those most proficient in the dance. 
Order from National Screen Service. (1804-68) 


* 


MUSIC PROMOTION! 


In addition to singing the title song for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer's “A TICKLISH AFFAIR,’’ Jack Jones 
recorded the song for Kapp Records. 


Capitol Records is releasing an instrumental on ‘A 
TICKLISH AFFAIR,”’ with extensive point of sale 
promotion. 

Robbins Music will make available print copies of 
the title song. 

Utilize the above three tie-ins by contacting your 
local music stores and radio stations, in order to 
obtain maximum exposure. 
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INVITATIONS VIA BALLOONS! 


Prior to your opening you might send up several weather balloons—contain- 
ing official invitations to your opening night, with an additional invitation 
from radio station and/or newspaper for the finder to come to the opening 
at their expense. By consulting the Weather Bureau you can determine which 
air currents over your area would take the balloons to various sections of 
your state, and schedule your launchings accordingly. You can issue daily 
reports on where the balloons should be, and also report any sitings. This 
should be good for at least local, if not statewide coverage in the press, and 
possibly TV coverage for the launching. 


If the above contest is not suitable for your area, you might just want to send 
up balloons and have the radio listeners guess the distance they will travel. 


* 


RADIO-NEWSPAPER CONTEST! 


Since Shirley Jones and Carolyn Jones are both stars of ‘‘A TICKLISH AF- 
FAIR,’’ a possible Jones Girls Contest can be promoted. Have local radio, 
TV, and newspaper conduct a search for two look-alikes named Jones. This 
would be of particular interest to the D.J.s since Jack Jones by coincidence 
is also recording the title song. 


Contestants would submit pictures plus short resume. The two girls, whose 
last name must be Jones, who resemble Carolyn or Shirley might be awarded 
a five-minute telephone conversation with look alikes, meet the Jones boy 
‘‘Jack Jones,’’ plus receive the guest- of-honor treatment at your local engage- 
ment. aM 


te Ohenbont a 
he a 


If the above contest doesn't work out you might want to suggest to the lead- 
ing D.J.s to run a contest that guesses the number of weather balloons it will 
take to lift a person. Arrange for the demonstratiton to take place in front of 
the theatre. 


* 


and use the following: 


’ 5 
Women 5 “Page Contact the Women’s Page Editor of your local paper 


“WHETHER YOU’RE A YANKEE OR NOT, 
YOU'LL BE A ‘DANDY’ IN HIS EYES WHEN 
YOU SERVE THE ‘AMERICAN FRUIT COCK- 
TAIL’ AS SUGGESTED BY CAROLYN JONES 
APPEARING IN METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER’S 
[A TICKLISH APEAIR. ” 


Prepare the following: Strawberries, Cherries, Apples, and 
Blueberries. Slice or cube fruit. The strawberries and cher- 
ries will serve for the red fruit. The blueberries and apples 
will serve for the blue and white colors. Serve chilled. Ar- 
range these colorful slices in attractive sherbert glasses or 
desert bowls. For a gourmet touch, pour a tablespoon of 
Kirsch over each portion before serving the July 4 special. 


She wale in 
Beauty 


Carolyn Jones has a wonderful 
collection of shoes, ranging from 
colorful Italian sandals to all-over 
jeweled evening slippers. Use Still 
8970-E for shoe store window 
displays. 


* 


SPECIAL 
SET OF 
8x10 
COLOR 
STILLS! 


Shown are 8 of the special 
set of twelve color stills for 
your local use. Order well 
in advance of your opening 
from National Screen Serv- 
ice. 


SPECIAL TRAILER! 


MGM has prepared a special trailer of ‘‘A TICKLISH 
AFFAIR" for your pre-sell use, prior to opening. Some 
highly entertaining clips are featured from this light ro- 
mantic comedy that’s ‘More fun than marriage.” 


One of the ASTRO-kids is shown in Orbit in a weather 
balloon while an anxious mother is involved with a dif- 
ferent kind of count-down with the pride of the U. S. 
Navy. 


Highlighted are scenes which show how the birds, the 
bees, love, marriage, and the craziest orbit of the space- 
age combine to become an hilarious “‘TICKLISH AFFAIR.” 


Order from National Screen Service. 


* 


“Beauty Shops 
ides bates 
STILLS 
FOR YOUR 
LOCAL 
STORES! 


Order from 


National Screen. 


Shirley Jones changed hair styles for 
her role in MGM’s “A Ticklish Af- 
fair.”’ 8841-E 


LIVE RADIO SPOTS! 


1 MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 1 


ANNOUNCER: It's more fun than marriage! What is? Why, ‘‘A Ticklish Affair’ of course. Very definitely. That's 
the funniest kind! And we're talking about M-G-M's “A Ticklish Affair’ which is going to tickle you in places 
you never knew were ticklish before! It’s a riot, a romp, a romance between two “single-minded” types. 
There's the pretty young widow who is not for marrying. And the handsome bachelor in Navy blue who 
doesn't believe in marriage. So—it’s a hilarious stand-off until her kids go into orbit and his fleet goes 
into action . . . and things change suddenly in the most titillating way! Please be on the launch pad 
when the countdown begins because you don't want to miss one moment of this light-hearted laugh hit 
starring Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. ‘‘A Ticklish Affair’ is a Euterpe production 
directed by George Sidney, produced by Joe Pasternak and presented in Panavision and Metrocolor (which 
is a terrific plus)! 


1 MINUTE LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 2 


ANNOUNCER: What's more fun than marriage? Well, it’s ‘‘A TICKLISH AFFAIR." That's the title of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer's newest motion picture that stars Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. 
What a cast. It's the story of a young pretty widow and a handsome navy bachelor who don't want marriage. 
Then came the craziest astronauts you have ever seen and the picture changes. The U. S. Navy goes into 
orbit and the fun begins. Produced by Joe Pasternak and directed by George Sidney, it was filmed in 
Panavision and Metrocolor. Shirley Jones is the young widow, Gig Young the navy bachelor, Red Buttons a 
far out airlines pilot and Carolyn Jones in a role only she could play. A TICKLISH AFFAIR is a very funny 
affair. See it. 


30 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 1 


ANNOUNCER: What's more fun than marriage, hummmmmm? Well, it's “‘A Ticklish Affair’! That's the title 
of M-G-M's newest tickler, presented in Panavision and Metrocolor and starring Shirley Jones, Gig Young, 
Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. The hectic, hilarious story reveals the romantic romp of a pretty young 
widow and a handsome loner in Navy blue. Both are single-minded until her kids go into orbit and the 
fleet goes into action... and then things change. Boy, do they change! See ‘‘A Ticklish Affair''—it’s a panic 
of a picture! 


30 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 2 
ANNOUNCER: M-G-M has the perfect space age picture . . . it’s go all the way! Go for the delightful cast 
headed by Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. Go for the title, ‘A Ticklish Affair’ 
because that’s the funniest kind there is! Go for the Panavision and Metrocolor! And go most of all for the 
story which tells hilariously of a pretty widow, a single-minded bachelor, an atomic kiss and the kookiest 
astronauts who ever made it into orbit! It’s a Euterpe production, and remember... in c-o-l-o-r ! 


20 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 1 


ANNOUNCER: Have you heard the one about the young widow and the bachelor in Navy blue? Well, it's 
told in “A Ticklish Affair’ from M-G-M presented in Panavision and Metrocolor. The stars are Shirley Jones, 
Gig Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. It’s more fun than marriage, if you know what we mean. “A 
Ticklish Affair’! 


20 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 2 


ANNOUNCER: Be on the laughing pad... we mean, launching pad. . . when the countdown begins for the 
raciest romp of the space age. It's called ‘‘A Ticklish Affair’’ the stars are Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red 
Buttons and Carolyn Jones. M-G-M presents it in Panavision and Metrocolor . . . and it's mighty, mighty funny. 


10 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 1 


ANNOUNCER: Don't miss seeing “A Ticklish Affair.’’ That’s the funniest kind—From M-G-M in Metro- 
color. Starring Shirley Jones, Gig Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. 


10 SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 2 


ANNOUNCER: It's more fun than marriage! M-G-M presents ‘‘A Ticklish Affair” starring Shirley Jones, Gig 
Young, Red Buttons and Carolyn Jones. In mmmmm—Metrocolor! 
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Shirley Jones fashions smart 
summer wear in MGM’s 


“A Ticklish Affair.”’ 
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want to marry a Navy man but i 3 
that doesn’t keep Commander 
Gig Young from trying in ‘*A 
Ticklish Affair.”? Red Buttons 
and Carolyn Jones form an- 
other merry couple in the rol- 
licking new Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer comedy, filmed in Ad No. | 12—40 Lines 


Panavision and color. 


Mat I-C 


A good time is being had by Red Buttons, Gig Young, Shirley 
Jones and Carolyn Jones in this night club scene from ‘‘A 
Ticklish Affair.”’ And audiences are also going to have a good 
time watching this new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer comedy of a 
young widow who would rather be merry than married—she 
thinks! It’s in Panavision and color. 
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Individual Mats Pictured Above May Be Ordered Singly (By Numbers 
Indicated) At Regular Prices from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


hilarious story of 

a pretty widow 

who thought she 
had the answer, , 

a handsome bachelor 
who thought 

he did... 


in Panavision and 
Metrocolor 


JONES YOUNG 


RED CAROLYN 


BUTTONS JONES 


Sen Pay RUTH BROOKS FL PP PPEN - MOON WAL by BARBARA LUTHER 
SEORGE SIDNEY. pdsed ne UOE PASTERNAK 


oS : bilerious story of : 


a pretty witow 


starring SH 


JONES YOUNG BUTTONS JONES 


Screen mrt UI i 1 BROC OOKS F {IPPEN - ION Ck by BA ARBARA LUTHER 
A Euterpe Production: Directed by GEORGE S| S\ NEU " Produced bs JOE PASTERNAK 


6 SHEET 


who thought she 


. ” had the answer, 
oO P Prem 2 a handsome bachelor 
: : who thought 
' : he did... 


ORDER DIRECTLY FROM NATIONAL SCREEN 


Panavision 
—— 


“JONES voING Bur Or ons JONES 


14 x 22 
WINDOW CARD 


2 we 
The 
hilarious story of 
a pretly widow 
who thought she 
had the answer, 
a handsome bachelor 
who thought 
he did... 


SHIR CAROLYN 


JONES ANG BUTTONS JONES 


ESYOING BUTTONS JE 


mice CLONES 


22 x 28 CARD 
ONE SHEET 


BANNERS and VALANCES 


(Manufactured by NATIONAL FLAG & DISPLAY CO.) 


DE-LUXE SECTIONAL VALANCE —$ 1.65 per ft. 
(hi) 3-PIECE STREAMER — $16.50 each 


HIRLEY 


“GON ES: vote. 


All advertising material in this pressbook, as well as all other newspaper USHER BADGES ae A0c each 
and publicity material, has been approved under the MPAA Advertising 


Code as a self-regulatory procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. ORDER DIRECTLY FROM 

All inquiries on this procedure, which is voluntarily subscribed to by the major 

motion picture companies, may be addressed to: Advertising Code Administrator, AM SS Beem NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 

Motion Picture Association of America, 522 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. IN CANADA — THEATRE POSTER SERVICE — 227 Victoria St., Toronte 


BUTTONS JONES 


sre RUTH BROOKS FLIPPEN tir, asa 
ead bewesns GEORGE SIDNEY: saudOE ASTERNAK 


INSERT CARD 


Printed in U.S.A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


